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COVID-19 5/29 Update  
Global 
Total cases – 5,878,701 
Total deaths – 362,769 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,735,971 
Total deaths – 102,323 
Total # tests – 15,646,041 
  
Administration 

• President Trump has terminated the partnership between the World Health 
Organization and the US, according to remarks he made today outside the White House. 

• DOT will give out more than 15 million cloth masks to transportation workers as part of a broad 
Trump administration effort to keep equipping critical workers, the agency said Thursday. The 
facial coverings, which were obtained by FEMA, will be sent through the Postal Service to 
transit, rail, aviation, maritime, highway and pipeline workers. 

• UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to US President Trump on Friday to discuss 

coronavirus response, according to a Downing Street statement.  

• State Dept, which significantly reduced passport operations in March, says each office 

will open on a different date while following CDC guidelines. 

o Dept will open each location in three phases and will continue to prioritize life-

or-death emergency applications, agency says in statement  

• Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell defended aggressive U.S. central bank action 

to shield the economy as the coronavirus pandemic took hold. 

o “We crossed a lot of red lines that had not been crossed before,” Powell said 

Friday during an online event hosted by Princeton University’s Griswold Center 

for Economic Policy Studies. “I’m very confident that this is the situation where 

you do that and then you figure it out.” 

o Powell’s remarks will probably be the last from a Fed policy maker before 

officials enter a blackout period at midnight Friday leading up to the June 9-10 

meeting of the Federal Open Market Committee. Officials are widely expected to 

leave interest rates just above zero at that gathering and re-commit to using 

their full range of tools to support the U.S. economy during the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QB3NI8MB2SKH
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• A union representing government workers is ringing the alarm that employees at U.S. 

Citizenship and Immigration Services could soon be furloughed due to funding 

shortfalls the agency blames on the coronavirus pandemic. 

• The Food and Drug Administration is asking farms and food facilities to report any 

shutdowns due to coronavirus outbreaks so it can keep track of what’s happening in the 

food supply chain. 

• The Department of Veterans Affairs has managed to spend only a small fraction of the 

money Congress gave it two months ago to respond to the coronavirus, officials told 

lawmakers yesterday, a sign of the difficulty implementing massive pieces of emergency 

legislation.  

• The VA obligated about $2.3 billion out of the $19.6 billion it was given in the CARES Act 

(Public Law 116-136), Chief Financial Officer Jon Rychalski told members of the House 

Appropriations Military Construction-VA Subcommittee yesterday. President Donald 

Trump signed the measure into law March 27, but officials initially struggled to buy 

equipment quickly because of lack of availability, the slow federal procurement process, 

and an old accounting system, Rychalski said. 

• Today the U.S. Small Business Administration, in consultation with the U.S. Treasury 

Department, announced that it is setting aside $10 billion of Round 2 funding for the 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to be lent exclusively by Community Development 

Financial Institutions (CDFIs).  (HERE) 

• EPA and CDC recently released updated guidance to help facility operators and families 

properly clean and disinfect spaces. The guidance provides step-by-step instructions for 

public spaces, workplaces, businesses, schools, and homes. EPA has compiled a list of 

disinfectant products, including ready-to-use sprays, concentrates, and wipes that can 

be used against COVID-19. (HERE) 

• Today the U.S. Food and Drug Administration took a new step to support the agency’s 

evaluation of diagnostic tests for COVID-19, by providing a SARS-CoV-2 reference panel. 

Reference panels are an additional step to ensure the quality of the tests, validation of 

new assays, test calibration, and monitoring of assay performance. (HERE) 

o FDA Daily Roundup - May 27, 2020 (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) through the Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) awarded $15 million to 52 Tribes, Tribal 

organizations, urban Indian health organizations, and other health services providers to 

Tribes across 20 states to prepare, prevent, and respond to COVID-19 in rural tribal 

communities. (HERE) 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=b966b2ef26081ec35497ca5aa87072da52209f61a769f8d527f811871c632b1bfe5334d564e95dc6d50b18f6febb9648
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6650366419806453771
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1020
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/guidance-cleaning-and-disinfecting-public-spaces-workplaces-businesses-schools-and-homes
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-emphasizes-need-continue-cleaning-and-disinfection-practices
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-new-tool-aid-development-and-evaluation-diagnostic-tests
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-may-27-2020
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/28/hhs-awards-15-million-to-combat-covid19-pandemic-in-rural-tribal-communities.html
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• As of May 26, FEMA, HHS and the private sector combined have coordinated the 

delivery of or are shipping: 92.7 million N-95 respirators, 144.3 million surgical masks, 15 

million face shields, 32.4 million surgical gowns and more than 1 billion gloves. (HERE) 

• Today, the Trump Administration announced millions of cloth facial coverings will be 

sent to workers in critical sectors of America’s economy.  Approximately 15.5 million will 

be sent to the Nation’s transportation workforce.  (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

has issued an alert listing steps employers can follow to implement social distancing in 

the workplace and to help protect workers from exposure to the coronavirus. HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Florida and Minnesota 

have been approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new 

program authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by 

President Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or 

reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Hawaii has been 

approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new program 

authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by President 

Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-

price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) began a national four-year study 

on the impact of COVID-19 on Veterans to help address critical questions about the 

disease. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today it will resume in-person 

Compensation and Pension (C&P) exams in concert with the reopening of VA lead 

medical centers in select locations across the country. (HERE) 

• Defense Secretary Dr. Mark T. Esper; Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff; and Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman Ramón “CZ” Colón-López 

held a virtual town hall meeting at the Pentagon to answer questions about COVID-19 

from service members, Defense Department civilians and family members around the 

globe. (HERE) 

• The Department of Defense, in support of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS), has signed a $2.2 million contract with Hollingsworth & Vose to increase 

U.S. domestic production of 27.5 million N95 ventilator filters, and 3.1 million N95 

respirators per month, starting in August. (HERE) 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/27/photos-whole-america-covid-19-response
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trump-administration-distribute-over-15-million-cloth-facial-coverings-americas
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200528-0
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/28/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-florida-and-minnesota
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/28/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-hawaii
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5457
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5454
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5454
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5458
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2198465/top-dod-officials-hold-virtual-town-hall-meeting/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2200654/dod-announces-defense-production-act-title-3-covid-19-ppe-project-22-million-in/
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Capitol Hill 

• Senators could vote next week on legislation to loosen restrictions on small businesses 

receiving billions in federal aid due to Covid-19.  

o The House voted 417-1 yesterday to give small businesses financially strapped by 

the Covid-19 crisis more flexibility to spend forgivable loans for payrolls and 

expenses from the government’s popular Paycheck Protection Program. 

o The Senate may seek changes to the measure (H.R. 7010). The bill’s sponsors say 

urgent action is needed because the eight-week period when proceeds must be 

spent for loans to be forgiven will begin expiring today for the first loan 

recipients after the Small Business Administration program opened April 3. 

• Hoyer said in a statement yesterday no votes are planned in the House next week. 

Lawmakers will continue to work on legislation addressing the Covid-19 pandemic, and 

members will be given 72 hours notice before any vote. Lawmakers will also be provided 

with an updated 2020 legislative calendar in the coming days, he said. 

• House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) released the chamber’s legislative schedule 

for summer 2020. Through June, legislative work will be focused in committees, Hoyer 

said in a statement. In late June and in July, Democrats will aim to consider legislation 

including the annual defense policy bill, water resources bill, an infrastructure package, 

and appropriations measures, he added. No changes would be made to the August 

recess if the chamber completes work on “must-pass” items by the end of July. The next 

scheduled vote i n the House is June 30 

• The House Transportation and Infrastructure Coast Guard and Maritime 

Transportation Subcommittee held a hearing on the U.S. maritime supply chain during 

the pandemic. 

• Republican members of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis held 

a virtual briefing at noon with seven U.S. mayors about their needs during the outbreak. 

• The House Energy and Commerce Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee plans a 

virtual hearing Tuesday on how governors are handling the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The Senate Judiciary Committee scheduled a hearing Tuesday to examine incarceration 

and detention practices affected by Covid-19. 

• The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee plans a hearing Tuesday on 

implementation of Title IV of the CARES Act. The section provides $500 billion in 

emergency Covid-19-related relief for businesses, states, municipalities and tribes. 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6831446828795559941
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/the-status-of-the-us-maritime-supply-chain-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn8TJ6Tyq2aGvhybME_itDQ
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-on-the-front-lines-how-governors-are-battling-the-covid-19
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/examining-best-practices-for-incarceration-and-detention-during-covid-19
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/examining-best-practices-for-incarceration-and-detention-during-covid-19
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/implementation-of-title-iv-of-the-cares-act
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• The Senate Finance Committee holds a hearing Tuesday on oversight of the FDA’s 

foreign drug manufacturing inspection process. Witnesses from the FDA and GAO will 

testify. 

• The House Judiciary Committee scheduled a virtual hearing Wednesday on protecting 

the right to vote during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The House Financial Services Consumer Protection and Financial Institutions 

Subcommittee plans a hearing Wednesday on promoting inclusive lending during the 

pandemic through community development financial institutions and minority 

depository institutions. 

• The Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee scheduled a hearing on the VA’s fiscal 2021 

budget, 2022 advance appropriations requests, and 2020 enacted CARES Act 

supplemental appropriations for the VA. 

• The House Veterans’ Affairs Health Subcommittee scheduled a virtual hearing 

Wednesday on the VA’s disaster preparedness and the current pandemic. 

• The Senate Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee holds a hearing 

Wednesday on Covid 19’s effects on small businesses. 

• The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee on Wednesday will 

examine the effects of Covid-19 on critical infrastructure and transportation. 

• The Senate, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee holds a hearing 

Thursday on Covid-19 and students going back to college safely. 

• House Democrats on Thursday attacked the nation’s worker safety watchdog for failing 

to protect workers from the coronavirus. Rep. Alma Adams, chairwoman of the House 

Education and Labor subcommittee on workforce protections, said the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration has been “invisible” during the pandemic, reports the 

Washington Post. 

o During the hearing, a top OSHA official dodged questions about the coronavirus 

risk posed to meatpacking workers and employees in other essential sectors.  

o Loren Sweatt, principal deputy assistant secretary of labor for occupational 

safety and health, said that the agency has focused on the meatpacking industry 

and currently has more than 58 active complaints or inspections, POLITICO’s 

Rebecca Rainey tells MA. Sweatt also added that the agency has “daily phone 

calls” with the USDA’s Food Safety Inspection Service, which has employees on-

site at every plant.  

https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-and-beyond-oversight-of-the-fdas-foreign-drug-manufacturing-inspection-process
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110768
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110769
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/fiscal-year-2021-budget-and-2022-advance-appropriations-requests-and-fiscal-year-2020-enacted-cares-act-supplemental-appropriations-for-the-department-of-veterans-affairs
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/fiscal-year-2021-budget-and-2022-advance-appropriations-requests-and-fiscal-year-2020-enacted-cares-act-supplemental-appropriations-for-the-department-of-veterans-affairs
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110765
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=0453FE61-7434-48CE-8421-F0BE9A6A665E
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/6/the-state-of-transportation-and-critical-infrastructure-examining-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-going-back-to-college-safely
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=bd3898fa357e2b751a2f8832f07a6c5fe4fc403d46914ea03268474f02efad4eee3e1596af0ef57fe937f3396c668f66
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=bd3898fa357e2b751a2f8832f07a6c5fe4fc403d46914ea03268474f02efad4eee3e1596af0ef57fe937f3396c668f66
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o But Sweatt declined to answer questions about why the agency hasn’t issued 

emergency protections specific to the virus. She also added that the agency has 

six months to complete the inspections. 

• Seventeen Democratic senators have sent a letter to the US Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, asking for a plan to fight a “dramatic” drop in childhood vaccinations 

since the start of the coronavirus pandemic. The group of senators, organized by New 

Hampshire Sen. Maggie Hassan, asked the CDC to organize a program to reverse the 

trend. 

o Earlier this month, the CDC reported a "notable decrease" in the number of 

vaccines ordered through a federal program that immunizes half of all kids in the 

country. Several states have also reported drops in immunizations. 

• The House Homeland Security Committee wrote a letter to DHS on Thursday, chiding 

the agency for its failure to respond to requests for information on a number of topics, 

including the Trump administration’s European travel restrictions and Project Airbridge, 

the federal government’s efforts to fly PPE to the frontlines of pandemic response. “As a 

result of the failure of DHS to provide documents and information the Committee has 

requested, the Committee lacks critical information on most aspects of the Federal 

response,” wrote Chairman Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.). 

• Liability protections in the next coronavirus relief package would be retroactive from 
Dec. 2019 through 2024, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says at Kentucky 
press conference. 

o He will be speaking with Democrats and the administration on the bill, McConnell says 

o McConnell also says he understands the outrage as riots take place in Minneapolis and 

Louisville, but says demonstrations should be peaceful 

o The top Democrats on House and Senate education committees are pushing 
back against pleas by colleges and universities for protection for liability if 
students or staff contract coronavirus on campus.  

• College lobbying groups this week asked Congress for “targeted and temporary” 
protections from lawsuits as institutions make plans to reopen campuses in the fall.  

o Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.), the ranking Democrat on the House, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Committee, said instead of liability protections, colleges 
need better guidance from the federal government on how to reopen safely. 

• A new House bill introduced Friday would give businesses a temporary tax break for the 
costs of cleaning their locations as employees return to work and companies re-open 
their doors to customers. 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5c0647411ad6be98a045b7e84265089ba06fb1bfbb0000d0bc00030db253ed14ea646261ac209098cd3f95fa57475f7c
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5c0647411ad6be989084ee09ff86a9d0e59ba9dcf8d88206238b20a458655684d2290eebd610563d4d0fa4dfa3815bae
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QB1QRYDWLU6B
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247932
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o The legislation would provide a tax break of up to $25k per location, with a maximum of 

$250k per business entity for increased costs tied to cleaning and disinfecting to prevent 

the spread of Covid-19 

o Representatives Stephanie Murphy, a Florida Democrat, and Darin LaHood, an Illinois 

Republican, both members of the House Ways and Means Cmte, are sponsoring the 

legislation 

o The tax credit would cover expenses through March 31, 2021 

o “Many colleges are working hard to do the right thing—but they need clear, 
enforceable standards and guidance from the federal government,” Murray said 
in a statement. “Instead of just saying it’s okay if students or employees get sick, 
which is what a liability shield would do, we need to prioritize ensuring that—
when the time comes—colleges can reopen safely and in accordance with the 
advice of public health experts.” 

• House Education and Labor Chairman Bobby Scott (D-Va.) would be skeptical of any 
proposal to offer schools blanket immunity from legal liability, a committee 
spokeswoman said. The spokeswoman said a time of unprecedented risk to health and 
economic security provides no excuse to abandon civil rights, workplace safety, and 
employment protection laws.  

• Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.), the Senate majority whip, said in an interview with Bloomberg 
Government’s Emily Wilkins yesterday that he wants the Republican-sponsored Covid-
19 Consumer Data Protection Act (S. 3663) to be included in the next Covid-19 economic 
stimulus package in the Senate.  

o “I think it’s going to be tricky to address the broader issue of privacy, but the 
more narrow issue as it relates to contact tracing and personally-identifiable 
information collected through these GPS apps that are being used to keep track 
of people who are coming in contact with those who have the coronavirus, that 
to me seems very relevant to the coronavirus,” he said. “And I’m hoping that we 
can get that included in this package, and I’m hoping that it will then serve as a 
foundation on which to build the broader privacy legislation that we’ve been 
working on for several years.” 

• Thune said some issues could be included in a future coronavirus stimulus bill, such as 
expanding broadband access to rural areas and developing protections for contact-
tracing technology. 

o He also has his eye on the U.S. Postal Service, which is heading for bankruptcy as 
soon as September. President Donald Trump rebuffed bailing out the postal 
service, calling on USPS to raise prices and cut costs before receiving federal 
help. However, senators are taking a look not at prices but pensions. A 2006 law 

https://lahood.house.gov/sites/lahood.house.gov/files/LaHood%20-%20Clean%20Start%20Final%20Text_0.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1544470
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB539
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB495
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6824373258177740873
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changed how the USPS funded pensions, and some lawmakers blame it for the 
agency’s financial decline.  

o Thune said he doesn’t expect the next coronavirus bill to pass until June or July, 
but senators are working on the next phrase. 

o Language on liability protections to prevent employees or customers from suing 
businesses over coronavirus infections should be coming out “fairly soon,” Thune 
said.  

o Liability protections are expected to be a sticking point with Democrats, who 
worry they will infringe on workers’ rights. Thune said the issue has potential for 
compromise, but Republicans would only go so far. 

o “If the Democrats demand $2 trillion in additional spending on this or that in 
exchange for liability protections, it’s going to be hard to get Republican senators 
to vote for that,” he said. 

• House Armed Services Cmte likely will start its markup of the fiscal 2021 defense 

authorization measure at the end of June, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer says in letter to 

lawmakers. 

o Panel first has to practice with two hearings using “remote tools,” before a 

markup could be held remotely, Hoyer says; first such hearing is scheduled for 

next week 

State/Local 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio was pressed on whether he can narrow down the 

potential phase one start date as June commences next week.  

o “We are confident that we will be able to go to phase one in the first two weeks 

of June. This is going to be based, of course, on the tangible indicators and 

thresholds from the state and the city. So that’s what will lead the decision. We 

have to have that factual evidence," he said at a news conference on Friday. 

o New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio delved into protections and initiatives for 

businesses, workers and consumers as the city begins planning for a phase one 

restart in either the first or second week of June. 

o De Blasio outlined what the city is doing to make sure businesses are ready to 

reopen. The mayor said face coverings for all employees and customers is 

absolutely necessary for every business to succeed and be safe. 

o The NYC Department of Consumer and Worker Protection, Small Business 

Services and Citywide Administrative Services will coordinate pickup and delivery 

of 2 million face coverings for businesses and workers with more to come. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
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• New York Gov. Cuomo said today that five New York regions are cleared to move to 

phase two of reopening based on the data the state has been seeing. 

o Reopening in New York City is more complicated, he said, but the city is on "track 

to meet all the metrics" and enter phase one of reopening on June 8. 

o Here are the metrics that the city needs to focus on, according to Cuomo: 

o Hospital capacity remaining below 70% and establishing a personal protective 

equipment stockpile 

o Testing and contact tracing being brought to scale 

o MTA preparing for reopening 

o Focusing on hotspots by ZIP code 

• Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont announced new guidance on social gatherings, casinos 

and houses of worship on Friday, as coronavirus metrics “continue in the right 

direction." Lamont said individuals may now have gatherings of up to 10 people inside 

their home and 25 people outside while maintaining social distancing. 

• Schools in Arizona will be able to bring kids back into classrooms in the fall, Arizona Gov. 
Doug Ducey said Thursday.  

o “We’re planning ahead,” Ducey said in a news conference, adding that exact 
guidelines will come out next week. 

o He said social distancing rules will be extensive at the beginning of the school 
year.  

• New Mexico will allow businesses across the state to reopen on Monday, Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham said during news conference on Thursday. 

o She said restaurants may operate indoor dine-in service at 50% occupancy with 
social distancing. 

o Hair salons, barber shops, tattoo parlors, and nail salons may open at 25% 
occupancy. 

o Indoor malls may open at 25% occupancy with the food courts remaining closed, 
gyms may operate at 50% occupancy with Covid-safe practice, and hotels may 
operate at 50% occupancy, Lujan Grisham said. 

o The 14-day quarantine order for people arriving at the airport is amended for 
business and certain travelers. Bars will remain closed, mass gatherings are still 
prohibited, face coverings are still required in public and it is recommended to 
stay home as much as possible to minimize the spread of Covid-19, she said. 

• Texas is set to allow outdoor sporting events to host spectators up to 25% capacity 

starting on Sunday, Gov. Greg Abbott said Thursday.   
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• Gov. Gina Raimondo announced today that phase two of Rhode Island's reopening will 
begin on June 1. 

o The governor said everything will be posted for general business, retail, personal 
services and indoor dining on the website reopeningri.com later today.  

o The governor said there would be major changes. Among them, relaxing retail 
rules so more people can go into stores, allowing indoor dining, opening gyms, 
barbershops and salons. 

• Movie theaters and bars in Idaho will be allowed to open earlier than first planned 
under a new order from Gov. Brad Little.  

o Those businesses will be included in Saturday’s start to the state's phase three 
plan, the governor said Thursday. That’s two weeks sooner than originally 
announced. 

o Gatherings of up to 50 people also will be allowed, but all businesses must follow 
social distancing requirements. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy is signing an executive order that will allow for the 
resumption of childcare services, organized sports practice and youth day camps over 
the next several weeks. Specifically, childcare services can resume on June 15. 
Organized sports practices can restart on June 22 – however the governor specified that 
activities will be limited to sports activities outdoors and there can be no contact 
activities for the time being. Youth day camps, including municipal summer recreation 
programs, can resume July 6.  

o Horse racing will also resume in the state, with the first competitive races as 
early as next weekend, the governor announced. 

o Fans will not be allowed to watch in the stands.  

• San Francisco, one of the first U.S. cities to close, is taking steps to reopen businesses, 
while stay-home orders remain in effect. Starting June 15, restrictions will be loosened 
on outdoor dining, indoor retail and certain outdoor activities like summer camps, 
Mayor London Breed said. Professional sports can resume, but without spectators. 

o The city will open child care and outdoor museums June 1. In the next phase, 
scheduled for July 13, hair salons will open and indoor dining and real estate 
open houses will be permitted. 

o Breed said a stay-at-home order remains in place indefinitely, and encouraged 
office workers to continue to telecommute. “This plan is being implemented, but 
we are still asking people to stay at home if at all possible,” she said. 

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott will let professional sports leagues play games in stadiums 
and outdoor arenas with fans, limited to 25% of capacity. Indoor sports events remain 
closed to spectators. New cases rose faster than the weekly average. 

https://www.reopeningri.com/
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o Leagues need a health and safety plan for screening and testing of employees, 
players and contractors, according to a statement on the state’s website. Six feet 
(1.8 meters) of distance should be maintained in settings including locker rooms, 
break rooms, workout or practice facilities, and showers. 

o Texas cases climbed 3.2%, almost twice the seven-day average, to 59,766, 
according to health department data. New-case detections outpaced the 2.9% 
increase in testing and, in terms of raw numbers, the case count increased at the 
steepest daily rate since the pandemic began. 

• More than 130,000 Chicago workers will be permitted to return to work on Wednesday 
as the city begins to reopen its economy, Mayor Lori Lightfoot said Thursday. Industries 
permitted to open June 3, with specific safety guidelines in place, include office-based 
jobs, real-estate services, personal services such as salons and barber hops, and child-
care centers. 

• New Jersey is creating a short-term rental assistance program for low and moderate 
income families, Gov. Murphy announced on Friday. The state will be applying at least 
$100 million to the program, which is aimed at helping families financially impacted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic keep their homes. 

• Los Angeles will reopen further after attesting to the stability in the county’s 
coronavirus rates and hospital capacity. This approval to reopen grants Los Angeles 
County residents to begin dining in restaurants and shopping in retails stores. It also 
requires some modifications including face coverings, physical distancing and increased 
sanitization. 

o There has been almost 50,000 coronavirus cases in Los Angeles County, and 
more than 2,200 deaths due to the virus, according to the California Department 
of Public Health. 

• Justice Dept files statement of interest in support of a lawsuit from campgrounds in 

Maine and New Hampshire residents that challenges quarantine order of Maine 

Governor Janet Mills. 

o Dept says Maine’s quarantine requirement discriminates between Maine 

residents and out-of-state residents 

o “This discrimination appears to be inadequately tailored to further public safety 

and therefore does not comply with the Constitution,” DOJ says 

International 

• Travelers entering Denmark will be encouraged to take a randomized coronavirus test, 

Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen announced Friday. The government will add mobile 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/page/file/1271456/download?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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testing stations to tourist areas and at hot spots, with the aim of keeping track of the 

development of the virus and possible new chains of infection. 

o The prime minister said at a news briefing that tourists from Germany, Norway 

and Iceland will be able to enter Denmark starting June 15. 

• Berlin eases lockdown restrictions: Pubs in the German capital will reopen from 

Tuesday, June 2. Open-air events such as concerts or film screenings will be allowed to 

start from the same date, but will be capped at a maximum of 200 people. 

• Seoul closes schools: More than 500 schools in the South Korean capital closed on 

Friday after briefly reopening. The country's health officials are trying to stamp out a 

new coronavirus cluster in the city. 

• English Premier League soccer matches will make a provisional return on Wednesday 

June 17, ending a three-month break to the top-flight competition because of the Covid-

19 pandemic. Police forces in England have requested that six of the matches – including 

the game in which Liverpool could secure the league championship – take place at 

neutral venues, the National Police Chiefs' Council (NPCC) confirmed Friday. 

• Moscow health authorities have revised the city's coronavirus death toll for April, 

revealing that more than twice as many people died than previously reported. Russia’s 

official number of Covid-19 deaths has been relatively low compared to countries with 

similar numbers of overall infections, and observers have questioned official counting 

methods that permit ascribing deaths in patients who tested positive for coronavirus to 

other causes such as terminal illnesses and other underlying conditions. 

• Renault is slashing 14,600 jobs as part of a major overhaul designed to reduce costs and 

help the French carmaker survive the coronavirus pandemic. Some 4,600 positions will 

be eliminated in France, with 10,000 more in other markets. 

• President Jair Bolsonaro called for the Brazilian economy to reopen, saying closures in 

non-essential sectors were "“a terrible disgrace” for the country. He has faced heavy 

criticism both internationally and within Brazil for his approach to the pandemic. Brazil 

now has the second-highest number of cases globally, after the US. 

• The Japanese capital Tokyo will enter Phase 2 of its reopening plan on midnight June 1, 

this coming Monday, said the city's governor, Yuriko Koike.  

o Phase 2 means that schools, tutoring centers, gyms, theaters, malls and other 

non-essential retail locations can reopen. Restaurants are still advised to close at 

10 p.m. 

• The British public is staying home despite Prime Minister Boris Johnson recently easing 

lockdown restrictions, according to a new study by King's College London. The study 
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showed that one in seven adults surveyed did not leave their home once in the previous 

week and 41% of people did not leave their home for five or more of the past seven 

days. 

• The mayor of Sao Paulo announced new guidelines on Thursday to gradually reopen the 

city, despite high levels of infections and deaths related to Covid-19. Mayor Bruno Covas 

said during a news conference today that several sectors in the city will be allowed to 

submit health and sanitary reopening plans to officials starting on Monday. Once these 

plans are approved by the city government, they can reopen. 

o Among the businesses allowed to submit reopening plans are offices, retail 

stores, car dealerships, real estate agencies and shopping malls. Food courts and 

gyms are excluded. There is no outlook yet for the reopening of schools or parks. 

• Spain will start easing lockdown restrictions starting Monday, the country's Health 

Minister and a top aide announced Thursday. 

• The Louvre museum in Paris is working to reopen on July 6, according to a statement 

released Friday on museum's website. The museum's statement said it's implementing a 

new system that will allow people to visit with "optimum security conditions." The 

museum said it will follow all health rules, and visitors will have to book a slot to enter. 

• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says Canada is looking into possibly easing some Canada-

US border restrictions that would allow immediate family members to reunite. Trudeau 

made clear that anyone entering Canada would still have to quarantine for 14 days but 

acknowledged that a number of families are facing undue hardship with the border 

closure. 

• Israel has recorded a sudden spike in new coronavirus cases after lifting lockdown 

restrictions, according to the country's Ministry of Health, mostly blamed on a lack of 

discipline in maintaining social distancing guidelines. The country recorded at least 101 

new cases on Friday and 79 new cases on Thursday, according to Ministry of Health 

data, after experiencing less than 20 new cases a day earlier in the week. 

o The wave of new cases comes just weeks after Israel made the decision to 

reopen schools and most commercial enterprises. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) launched a global portal Friday to share Covid-19 

information around therapeutics and vaccines. 

o The Covid-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP) “will provide a one-stop shop for 

scientific knowledge, data and intellectual property to be shared equitably by the 

global community,” WHO said in a statement.  
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o The pool, first proposed in March by Costa Rican President Carlos Alvarado, “will 

ensure the latest and best science benefits all of humanity — vaccines, tests, 

diagnostics, treatments and other key tools in the coronavirus response — must 

be made universally available as global public goods,” he said.  

Other 

• Access Partnership released a comprehensive global study on digital contact tracing.  

• American consumer spending slowed dramatically during the coronavirus lockdown, 

and that is a massive problem for the spending-addicted US economy. 

o April's personal consumption data showed a 13.6% drop in consumer spending, 

according to a Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) report released Friday. That's 

equal to $1.89 trillion. 

• Some 7.8 million people in 33 states were claiming benefits under the pandemic 
unemployment assistance program as of May 9, according to Department of Labor data 
released Thursday. Michigan has the highest number, at 1.6 million residents. Another 
3.3 million Americans have filed initial claims under the pandemic program in the three 
weeks ending May 23. 

• JetBlue will emerge from the current crisis as a “smaller airline” and will likely have to 
resort to layoffs if not enough people volunteer to leave the company, CEO Robin Hayes 
acknowledged in an online video conversation with The Washington Post on Thursday.  

• The Boston Marathon was canceled by the Boston Athletic Association, which in a tweet 

said a virtual event will be staged in September. All participants who signed up for the 

April 20 race will be offered a refund and can participate in a virtual event Sept. 7–14. 

Participants in the virtual race will run the marathon distance 26.2 miles and upload 

data to a fitness app. 

• North Carolina’s HHS Secretary Mandy Cohen asks the RNC to further detail 

coronavirus safety plans for the 2020 Republican National Convention set to be held in 

Charlotte in August. 

o Cohen asks RNC Chair Ronna McDaniel in letter how they plan to implement 

health screenings and if face coverings will be necessary for all attendees, along 

with other details 

o “We would ask that the RNC further elaborate on its plans to protect convention 

participants and the people of Charlotte in accordance with the CDC guidance,” 

Cohen says 

o The state “continues to support hosting” of the RNC event “if it can be done 

safely,” she adds 

https://www.accesspartnership.com/digital-contact-tracing-a-comparative-global-study/
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5c0647411ad6be986cbf670320d64572f69d4bb1464f09e1fbe41bd64882609a99658bb28610c7027f4e6e40a92be03c


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/29 UPDATE 
 

• Health insurance companies are extending practices that ensure beneficiaries can 

receive free Covid-19 testing and treatment during the pandemic. 

o At least five insurers, including Aetna and Cigna, have decided to lengthen the 

period for which they would waive out-of-pocket costs related to the 

coronavirus past the initial June 1 end date, according to America’s Health 

Insurance Plans (AHIP), an industry trade group.  

o Blue Cross Blue Shield insurers will extend their cost-sharing waiver for Covid-19 

testing and care “for at least as long as the public health emergency is in place,” 

Tess Thomson, spokeswoman for the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association, said in 

an email. 

o However, the nation’s largest health insurer, UnitedHealthcare, has yet to say 

whether it will extend its cost-sharing waiver, which is set to expire May 31. 

  
  
 

https://www.ahip.org/health-insurance-providers-respond-to-coronavirus-covid-19/

